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For both Unit 2 and Unit 3 you will have: 

• 2 hours, marked out of 80 (40 marks for reading section, 40 marks for writing section) 

• Resource material, featuring several different texts 

• Questions to answer based on the texts which can include a combination of short reading questions, 

summary, synthesis, analysis, explain and compare and contrast questions 

In Unit 2 only you will have: 

• An editing and proofreading section (10 marks) 

• A choice of two writing tasks (you complete one) 

• Writing types that include description, narrative and 

exposition 

In Unit 3 only you will have: 

• Two writing tasks (you complete both) 

• Writing types that can include letters, reviews, 

formal reports, articles, talks, leaflets, guides 

What revision strategies do you know work well for you? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When thinking about English Language, what are your strengths? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When thinking about English Language, what do you find difficult? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What grade are you hoping to achieve? Why? How will you make sure you meet your goal? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Is your writing pace slowing you down? 

Practise timed responses frequently. There are 

some questions you could use in 

this booklet. Set a timer to 

monitor your time and minimise 

distractions around you to keep you focused. 

Crack the questions! 

Use flashcards to learn the exam vocabulary in this 

booklet to help you understand 

key words. You could also make 

a set with the success criteria of 

each question type. 

Make time for success! 

Map out manageable 

revision sessions. Some 

days you may have time 

for only 20 minutes and 

others you may have time for more. Remember 

that every minute counts! 

Struggling for revision ideas? 

Create revision clocks. 

Pinterest has some great 

examples. You could use one 

section of your clock for each type of reading 

question and you could also do this for the writing 

questions. 

Prefer to study online? 

WJEC has some great resources for English 

Language. Search for ‘WJEC 

English Language Blended 

Learning’ and explore the 

different areas of study. 

Too much to think about? 

Try a timed brain dump. 

Choose a topic to focus on 

e.g. persuasive techniques 

and write down everything you know about that 

topic. 

Trial some of the strategies below to help you prepare for your English Language exams. You may find some 

more useful than others. You don’t have to use all of them– find the ones that work for you! 
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Word Definition 

Summarise Express key information from a text briefly and in your own words 

Synthesise Bring together information from more than one text 

Explain Give reasons/ explore the cause and effect of something 

Impression An idea, feeling or opinion formed about someone or something (what the 

someone/something is like) 

Analyse Examine a text in detail, exploring language and technique 

Compare Identify and explain the similarities and differences 

Editing Choosing the best word for a sentence, identifying grammatically accurate 

sentences, and sequencing sentences 

One way to boost your marks in the exam is to make sure you fully understand key vocabulary that can 

feature in the questions you are asked. Practise learning the following words and their definitions. You 

could try making flashcards for each of the words or using the Look– Say-Cover-Write-Check method. 
 

The words below are often found in the reading section questions of both Unit 2 and Unit 3. 

Revision Tip! 
 

Regularly practise these words. Once you think you 

know them, revisit them two weeks later to see if you 

remember them. Study the ones you do not remember 

more regularly so you store them in your memory.  
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Word Definition 

Description A piece of writing that explains a short moment in lots of detail 

Narrative/ Account Story 

Exposition A personal essay in which you express your opinion 

Article A piece of writing intended to be included in a magazine, newspaper, or online 

publication 

Talk A written script of what you would say if you were delivering a speech, often 

intended to persuade 

Leaflet An informative and/or persuasive piece of writing that would be published on 

paper and distributed 

Guide A piece of writing found in a newspaper, magazine or other publication. It gives 

information about the topic and guides the reader to learn more about it 

Formal letter A structured piece of writing usually written for an audience you are not familiar 

with. It is written for an official purpose e.g. to complain, give an opinion 

Formal report An objective piece of writing (not based on your opinion) addressing the problems, 

causes, and solutions surrounding a given topic e.g. school facilities 

Review A subjective piece of writing (based on your opinion) exploring and evaluating a 

given topic e.g. a movie or a book 

Personal letter A letter written to a friend or someone you know well 

The words below are often found in the writing section questions. The first three are from Unit 2. The rest 

are from Unit 3. 
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Word Definition 

Summarise  

Synthesise  

Explain  

Impression  

Analyse  

Compare  

Editing  

Use this page to practise your reading section exam vocabulary. Remember you could create pages like this 

in your own revision notebook. You should be practising more than once! 
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Word Definition 

Description  

Narrative/ Account  

Exposition  

Article  

Talk  

Leaflet  

Guide  

Formal letter  

Formal report  

Review  

Personal letter  

Use this page to practise your writing section exam vocabulary. Remember you could create pages like this 

in your own revision notebook. You should be practising more than once! 
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Use BUMS to answer summary questions: 

• Bullet points 

• Use your own words 

• Main points only 

• Short and concise 

Break down the question and highlight the texts 

Write one paragraph about each text 

Use quotations 

No need to zoom in 

No need to compare 

Break down the question and highlight the text 

Use PEE to structure your answer 

Use cause and effect connectives 

Give reasons and examples 

Use the word because 
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Break down the question and highlight the text 

Use quotations 

Zoom in on words/phrases/techniques and their 
effect 

Link all of your ideas back to the question, 
making sure your explanations are clear 

Break down the question and highlight the text 

Use quotations to explore what the person/thing is like 

Zoom in on words/phrases/techniques and their effect 

Link all of your ideas back to the question, making sure 
your explanations are clear 

Break down the question and highlight the texts 
Weave your points together using PEE-link-PEE (one 
from Text A, one from Text B, one from Text A etc)  
Use quotations to support your points 
Use comparison connectives to join your points 
Explain similarities and/or differences, making links 
back to the question 

Read each question carefully 

Eliminate wrong answers before making your 
final decision 

For sequencing questions, look for clues within 
the sentences to put them in order 
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• Read Texts C, D, and E carefully. They all focus on the theme of plastic. 

• Read the high-tariff (worth lots of marks) questions below and highlight the key to each question. 

• Highlight the number of marks available for each question. This should indicate how much you need 

to write. 

• In the back of your English book or in a revision notebook, practise answering these questions. Time 

yourself if you need timed practice. Remember to refer back to the success criteria for each question 

on pages 8-9 to help you. 

 
 

1. Look at Text C. In your own words, summarise why the writer thinks plastic is important in modern 

society. [5] 

2. Look at Text D. How does the writer persuade us that it is easy to reduce our plastic? [10] 

3. Look at Text E. Explain why Prince Charles is worried about the plastic that ends up in our oceans. [5] 

4. Look at Text D and E. Compare what the two texts say about the amount of plastic that is thrown 

away each year. [10] 
 

What went well... What I need to work on... 
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• Read Texts C, D, and E carefully. They all focus on the theme of kindness. 

• Read the high-tariff (worth lots of marks) questions below and highlight the key to each question. 

• Highlight the number of marks available for each question. This should indicate how much you need 

to write. 

• In the back of your English book or in a revision notebook, practise answering these questions. Time 

yourself if you need timed practice. Remember to refer back to the success criteria for each question 

on pages 8-9 to help you. 

 
 

1. Look at Text C. How does the writer try to persuade us that helping others can be beneficial to our 

own health? [10] 

2. Look at Text D. Summarise in your own words how being kind to others can help you. [5] 

3. Look at Text E. Explain why some people are uncomfortable with random acts of kindness. [5] 

4. Look at Text D and E. Synthesise information from these texts to show what a person can do to be 

kind to others. [10] 
 

What went well... What I need to work on... 
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1. Look at Text B. How does this article make it clear that the use of a foodbank is helpful for 

patients at the Height Medical Practice? [5] 

2. Look at Text C. How does the Reverse Advent Calendar make it seem easy to help others at 

Christmas? [5] 

3. Look at the first paragraph of Text E. What impressions does the writer give of what it is like to 

get into debt? [5] 

4. Look at Text D and E. Compare and contrast what is said about people who use foodbanks. [10] 

Reflect: What did you find easy? What did you find more difficult? 



 21 



 22 



 23 

1. Look at Text C. In your own words, summarise why Gabby Dickinson enjoys wild swimming.  [5] 

2. How does Text D try to persuade the reader that swimming is good for everyone? [8] 

3. Look at Text E. What do we learn about the writer before she takes up swimming? [5] 

4. Look at Text D and E.  Synthesise the benefits of swimming using the information taken from these 

two texts. [10] 
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Writing Type Tasks 

 

Description 

Describe an occasion when technology made a difference to your life. [35] 

Describe a time when you faced a challenge. [35] 

Describe an occasion when you, or someone you know, showed courage. [35] 

 

Narration 

Write an account of a time when you did something for the first time. [35] 

Write an account of when you enjoyed or hated taking part in an outdoor 

activity. [35] 

Write an account of a time you were unwilling to do something. [35] 

 

Exposition 

Write an essay explaining why charity is important, giving clear reasons and 

examples. [35] 

‘It is essential that more people are more active, more often.’  Write an essay to 

explain how far you agree with this view, giving clear reasons and examples. [35] 

‘Young people are selfish. They should all be made to volunteer to help others.’ 

Write an essay to explain your views on this subject, giving clear reasons and 

examples. [35] 

Below are some practice questions for each writing type that could appear in Unit 2.  

• Practise these under timed conditions.  

• You get 55 minutes to spend on Unit 2 writing tasks. You will have a choice of two tasks but you only 
complete one. 

• They are all worth 35 marks (20 for communicating and organising, 15 for writing accurately). 

• Make sure you spend 5 minutes planning (at least 5 paragraphs), 45 minutes writing and 5 minutes proof-
reading your work. 
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Writing Type Tasks 

Article Write an article for a teenage magazine in which you give your views on the importance 

of celebrities in our modern lives. [20] 

In Text E, Felix states: “Social media is not a fundamental human need.” Write an article 

for an online teenage magazine in which you give your views about social media. [20] 

Talk ‘There’s really no harm in eating a sensible amount of sugar particularly if it’s part of a 

balanced diet and comes with a side of exercise.’ Write a talk for your classmates 

persuading them to live a healthy lifestyle. [20] 

According to your PE teacher, ‘Swimming is the very best form of exercise.’ You have 

been asked to prepare a talk for your classmates in which you give your views about 

swimming. Write down what you would say . [20] 

Formal letter Write a letter to your local council persuading them to improve the leisure facilities in 

your area. Write your letter. [20] 

Your Headteacher/Principal plans to ban all mobile phones and social media use for 

students while they are in school/college. You feel strongly about this proposal and 

decide to write a letter to your Headteacher/Principal giving your views on this matter. 

Write your letter. [20] 

Below are some practice questions for each writing type that could appear in Unit 2.  

• Practise these under timed conditions.  

• You get 30 minutes to spend on Unit 3 writing tasks. There are two tasks and you must complete both. 

• They are all worth 20 marks (10 for communicating and organising, 10 for writing accurately). 

• Make sure you spend 5 minutes planning (at least 5 paragraphs) and 20 minutes writing (including 

proofreading). 
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Writing Type Tasks 

Leaflet Write a leaflet to persuade young people that it is important to be active. [20] 

Write a leaflet to persuade young people to take part in an event in your local area. 

[20] 

Guide Write a guide for other students persuading them to stay safe when using social media and the 

internet. [20] 

Write a lively guide for students at your school or college on how to lead a more environmentally 

friendly lifestyle. [20] 

Review Write a review for a teenage magazine of a book, film or TV programme/series that you have 

enjoyed in the last year and why it might appeal to others of your age. [20] 

Write a review of a book, CD, or film of your choice. [20] 

Formal Report A number of students have complained about the state of your school cafeteria. Write a report 

for your school council in which you argue for improvements to be made. [20] 

A number of students have complained about the lack of healthy food options available to them 
in school. Write a report for your school council in which you argue for improvements to be 
made. [20] 

Personal letter You have a friend who is considering travelling abroad after college. Write a letter to your friend 
giving your opinion. [20] 

You have a friend who is thinking of taking up boxing as a hobby. Write a letter to your friend 
giving your opinion. [20] 

Reflect: What writing skills do you still need to work on? Remember you are assessed on your content and accuracy. 


